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Oct. 2: According to government sources cited by Notimex, between September 1990 and August
1991, 1,485 Colombians were killed in political violence. The toll included 891 rebels, 462 soldiers
and 132 civilians. In the same period, 1,354 rebel actions were reported, an average of nearly four per
day. During the first eight months of 1991, 1,058 rebel attacks were reported, for an average 4.4 per
day. The guerrilla war intensified following the Dec. 9, 1990 attack on the Casa Verde headquarters
of the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC). Between January and October of 1990, an
average 60 rebel actions per month were reported, compared to 104 in December and 162 in January
of 1991. The total for 1988 was 851; 1989, 512; and, 1990, 684. Government officials blame the rebels
for over 800 abductions thus far in 1991. Oct. 3: Government officials reported discovery of the
body of second lieutenant Omar Alonso Rodriguez Paul. Rodriguez was reportedly abducted the
previous weekend by FARC rebels. Oct. 5: The National Liberation Army (ELN) rebel group claimed
responsibility for bomb explosions at Bogota branches of the Corporacion de Ahorro Corpavi, the
Banco Santander and Banco Cafetero. Bogota police reported no casualties. According to military
spokesperson Lt.Col. Pablo Alfonso Briceno, soldiers attacked a rebel stronghold near the towns
of Morales and Cajibio in Cauca department, and released five people who had been abducted
on Sept. 19. A soldier and two guerrillas were killed in the fighting. The army captured two rebels
and seized weapons, radio equipment, maps and identity bracelets belonging to FARC and ELN
rebels. Oct. 7: Five indigenous persons were murdered by unidentified assailants in the Timbiqui
municipality of Cauca department. Bogota police reported that the homes of the victims had been
burned to the ground. Four men were killed in Bucaramanga, capital of the northeastern Santander
province. The victims were bound and showed signs of torture. A vigilante group calling itself the
"Black Hand" (Mano Negra) claimed responsibility. Ten people were killed in Bucaramanga and
neighboring towns over the previous month. Three police officers, abducted Oct. 4, were released
by a dissident faction of the People's Liberation Army (EPL) in Norte de Santander department.
(Most former EPL combatants have disarmed.) Oct. 8: Jaime Cordoba, president of the Colombian
Agricultural Society, said 665 agricultural workers have been killed since Jan. 1. Over the same
period, he added, 380 cattle ranchers and self-employed farmers were kidnapped by rebels and
common criminals. Police sources reported that six people, including one child, were abducted
in Antioquia department in the past 16 hours. Medellin metropolitan police said 103 people have
been abducted in Antioquia thus far in 1991. Oct. 9: According to military sources, three rebels were
killed during clashes in the Alto Sinu region of Cordoba department, bringing the total number
of rebels killed in the Tierralta mountains to six within the previous three days. FARC rebels
attacked police barracks and a bank in the Primavera and Santa Rosalia municipalities of Vichada
department resulted in the deaths of four civilians and one soldier, and injury to five other persons.
Oct. 10: The Colombian Agricultural Society (SAC) released a report indicating that 2.5 million
campesinos have directly suffered from violence. Twenty percent of the countryside is controlled
by guerrilla organizations, civilian self-defense militias or drug traffickers. The whereabouts of
380 farmers and ranchers abducted by terrorist or criminal organizations since Jan. 1 this year
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continue to be unknown. According to the report, 665 people employed in agriculture and ranching
activities have been killed, and over 40 farms have been subjected to attack. According to SAC
president Jaime Cordoba, the departments of Casanare, Antioquia, Valle, Boyaca, Magdalena,
Cordoba, Cesar, Santander, Norte de Santander, Tolima and Huila are the most affected by rural
violence. He said 60% of the rural population in Casanare has been impacted by violence. Oct. 11:
Police sources told reporters that two officers were killed, and one civilian and four officers were
wounded during a rebel ambush of a police patrol in Barrancabermeja, Santander department. In a
separate incident, rebels dynamited an armored vehicle in Barrancabermeja, injuring one civilian.
Two other explosive devices in the city were deactivated by police. Police spokespersons blamed
the ELN. Oct. 12: Military sources reported that three employees of the state-run Colombian oil
company ECOPETROL were assassinated in Barrancabermeja, Santander department. Company
spokespersons said the identity of assailants is unknown. According to a police bulletin, a municipal
official in San Juan de Uraba and a banana workers union leader were shot to death in Antioquia
department. Both men were former leaders of the demobilized People's Liberation Army (EPL). Oct.
14: According to Third Police District commander Maj. Filiberto Salcedo, between 10 and 20 homes
in Garzon, Huila department, were heavily damaged by a rocket launched by two unidentified
assailants. The rocket's intended target was a local police station. The damage was estimated at
about 5 million pesos (US$8,000). Oct. 15: A police bulletin said a teacher was shot to death in
Medellin. Oct. 16: Police reported that the body of a teacher had been discovered in Medellin,
the second teacher shot and killed within the past 36 hours. The Antioquia Educators Association
called a state of alert and denounced the murder of 30 of its members so far this year. Oct. 17:
Government sources reported that one police officer was killed and at least five others abducted
during a rebel attack on the town of Lopez de Micay, located in Colombia's southeastern jungle
region. Rebels also destroyed a police barracks, an Agricultural Marketing Institute bank and a
telephone company office. Oct. 18: According to Bogota police, soldiers killed four rebels as they
tried to extort $223,000 from a landowner near the southwestern city of Popayan. Police sources said
soldiers killed five guerrillas in fighting near the northern town of San Carlos. According to police,
rebels killed two police officers in an ambush in the northern town of Puerto Berrio. Medellin police
said two unidentified assailants shot and killed a Spanish university professor as he was walking in
the western sector of the city. Oct. 19: Two secret police agents were killed in Barrancabermeja. The
two were reportedly attempting to infiltrate a rebel network in the area. Official sources reported
that San Vicente de Chucuri mayor Graciliano Lizarazo Arenas was abducted by three armed men.
The town is located in Santander department. The Defense Ministry told reporters that five FARC
rebels were killed by soldiers in San Carlos, Cordoba department, while four other rebels were
killed and two captured in Timbio, Cauca department. Oct. 22: Bogota police reported the murder
of five civilians and the abduction of one person by suspected ELN rebels in Cocorna, Antioquia.
Police sources reported that journalist Rafael Antonio Solano Brochero was shot to death in the
northern town of Santa Marta, bringing the number of journalists killed this year to 12. Solano
worked for Bogota daily newspaper El Tiempo. Oct. 23: According to government sources, FARC
rebels attacked a military base in Murindo, Antioquia department. Six guerrillas were killed, and
four soldiers were seriously wounded. Another four soldiers were captured by rebels. Next, during
a FARC attack on a prison in Acacias, Meta department, one guard was wounded, and rebels
abducted three others. Rebels stole guns and grenades, and caused major damage to the facility.
Rebels attacked the municipal registry building in Betulia, Norte de Santander department. Three
police officers were abducted. Oct. 24: Military spokespersons reported that seven rebels were
killed during an attack on an army barracks in Murindo, Antioquia department. Five rebels were
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killed by police in Tamara, Casanare department, during a four-hour exchange of gunfire. At a
nearby seminary, a student was killed during a grenade attack. Six students and two soldiers were
wounded. Government officials said 15 people were wounded during rebel attacks in Guacari and
Jamundi, Valle department. Army sources reported that five FARC rebels were killed in a clash with
soldiers in the Chaparral municipality, Tolima department. The army seized several short-and longrange weapons and grenades. Oct. 27: According to military sources, five National Police officers
were killed, and four were wounded in a rebel ambush on the highway between Puerto Rondon
and La Acadia, Arauca department. Three officers were abducted by the rebels. The 4th division
military command reported the deaths of a civilian, an election official and two police officers
during a rebel attack on a convoy transporting ballots in Meta department. Four other police officers
were wounded. Oct. 28: One soldier and three rebels died during fighting in San Andres, Cordoba
department. The army captured one rebel and seized three rifles, a revolver and ammunition.
According to police sources, three officers were killed and two injured during an of a police patrol in
Acacias, Meta department. Three soldiers were wounded in a rebel ambush near Chamez, Casanare
department. Soldiers killed two rebels who had bombed a bus and wounded the driver on the road
linking Paujil and La Union, Caqueta department. Oct. 29: Official sources reported that a helicopter
pilot for the Oil Airline (LAP) was abducted by FARC rebels. Oct. 30: The government condemned
rebel attacks on the Limon-Covenas pipeline. In addition to extensive environmental damage in
Colombia, oil spills caused by the attacks threaten to contaminate Venezuela's Maracaibo Lake.
According to ECOPETROL, the government has spent US$6.6 million on clean-up and reparation
payments thus far in 1991. Bogota police reported that a lawyer in Barrancabermeja, Santander
department, was shot to death while driving his car assailants on a motorcycle. Another pair of
killers on riding a motorcycle killed a public prosecutor in Villavicencio, Meta department. Oct. 31:
According to results of a study by the National Police Center for Criminological Investigations (CIC),
the incarceration of the leading drug traffickers has not reduced the level of violence in Colombia
as predicted. Instead, violence has increased. In 1989, authorities recorded 43,110 murders and
about 2,500 abductions throughout Colombia. The number of abductions has increased rapidly
in recent years, and the average ransom payment per kidnapping is 40 million pesos (about US
$60,000). Of the 13,064 abductions reported during the 1980s, 5,076 were attributed to guerrilla
organizations. Since Jan. 1 this year, citizens have reported 1,282 abductions. Only 10% of the
victims are eventually rescued by police. In most cases, family members decide to meet kidnappers'
demands. Nov. 2: According to military sources in Medellin, rebels killed four soldiers and one
civilian during an ambush of a military vehicle near the town of Remedios, Antioquia. Two other
civilians were wounded and three soldiers were reported missing. Military sources also reported the
murder of local union leader Serio de Jesus Congote in Zaragoza, Antioquia. Soldiers dismantled
an ELN camp near Apartado, Antioquia, and seized weapons, medicine, food and documents.
Nov. 3: Police reported that a topographer and two assistants were abducted by ELN rebels in
Remedios, Antioquia. Two off-duty soldiers were abducted by ELN rebels in the town of Teorama,
Norte de Santander. ELN leader and ex-priest Manuel Perez issued a warning that the rebel group
will escalate attacks against the nation's oil infrastructure if the government fails to resolve a
recent controversy over private citizen ownership rights to large deposit of crude. Nov. 4: Military
sources said three large cement trucks were burned by rebels in Cocorna and San Luis, Antioquia
department. Nov. 7: According to military sources, police and soldiers prevented rebel attempts to
occupy the towns of Rosas, Cauca department, and Fortun, Arauca department. In both cases, the
rebels withdrew following prolonged fighting. The number of casualties was not yet known. Rebels
robbed the Fortun bank, escaping with 758 million pesos (slightly over US$1 million). [Sources:
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Inter Press Service, 10/02/91; El Tiempo (Colombia), 10/02/91, 10/03/91; Notimex, 10/02/91, 10/11/91;
Spanish news service EFE, 10/02/91, 10/03/91, 10/07/91, 10/09/91, 10/10/91, 10/12/91; Associated
Press, 10/02/91, 10/11/91; Spanish news service EFE, 10/14-17/91, 10/19/91, 10/22/91, 10/24/91,
10/27/91, 10/30/91, 10/31/91, 11/04/91; Agence France-Presse, 10/01/91, 10/02/91, 10/04/91, 10/05/91,
10/07-09/91, 10/11/91, 10/14/91, 10/16/91, 10/17/91, 10/19/91, 10/22-24/91, 10/29-31/91, 11/02-04/91,
11/07/91]
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